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But the men of Vichy who decided on the judicial inquiry
and the trial are not free. They are dependent on enemy
Governments who have a prime interest in accusing and
condemning all Frenchmen who gave proof of a patriotic
will, hostile to their designs. They have a crime on their
consciences, too, and, in the hope of causing it to be
forgotten or forgiven, they cannot but seek to saddle others
than themselves with the burden of responsibility for the
war. The men of Vichy are performing an act of submission
to the conquerors, an act of personal policy and, against
other Frenchmen, of mean revenge: but not an act of
justice or of truth.
Nor do I bring truth. I do not possess it. Can anyone
be in possession of it for a long while yet ? I bring some
truths, that is to say the contribution of direct evidence
on many essential points, and of evidence, indirect but fed
from pure and reliable sources, concerning a certain
number of men and facts.
At all times, for more than half a century, I have been
mixed up in the political life of my country, I have been
honoured with the confidence of certain Statesmen and
leading personalities in the political and administrative
life of France, without necessarily sharing all their views.
They spoke frankly in my presence, and sometimes secrets
escaped from their lips, because they knew that, in the
disclosures they made, I could distinguish without difficulty
between those of which I might avail myself with advantage
to the country, and those that must be lodged inviolate
in my memory.
This contribution of mine is at the same time a state-
ment in evidence, in so far as it is severe, indulgent
or complimentary towards certain people, great or
unimportant, whom I am obliged to fit into the course
of events with which they were associated.
Unlike the men who set the trials in action, I have no
intention of seeking out those responsible for the war.
From the very start this search is, for me, in itself criminal